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MEMORANDUM:

TO: The Honorable Mele Carroll, Chair
House Committee on Human Services
The Honorable Rida T.R. Cabanilla, Chair
House Committee on Housing

FROM: Patricia McManaman, Director

SUBJECT: S.B. 515, S.D. 2 — RELATING TO HOUSING

Hearing: Thursday, March 21, 2013; 11:15 a.m.
Conference Room 329; State Capitol

PURPOSE: The purpose of S.B. 515, S.D. 2, is to: 1) appropriate unspecified
funds to the homeless programs office of the department of human services and the
rental housing trust fund; 2) appropriate unspecified funds to the department of health
for substance abuse treatment, mental health support services, and clean and sober
housing services, and to the department of human services for matching funds for
shelter plus care grants; 3) appropriate funds for a rental assistance program, also
known as a shallow subsidy program; 4) appropriate funds to the Hawaii public housing
authority to continue to administer housing first programs for chronically homeless
individuals and to reestablish the homeless prevention and rapid re-housing program.

Appropriates funds out of the rental housing trust fund; and 5) appropriate matching
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funds for the federal shelter plus care program to provide rental assistance in
connection with supportive services.

DEPARTMENT’S POSITION: The Department of Human Services appreciates
the Legislature’s support of the Homeless Programs Office (HPO) and supports the
intent of Part |, Section 2; Part Il, Section 8; and Part V, Section 15 of this bill provided it
does not adversely affect priorities set forth in the Executive Biennium Budget.

Part Ill, Section 11 of this bill, appropriates funding for the Housing First program.
The Department of Human Services appreciates the intent of this appropriation as it is
supportive of our objectives. The Department asks that the Legislature support the
Department’s priorities as requested in the Executive Biennium Budget which contains a
request for $1,500,000 for continuation of the Housing First Program, and expansion
beyond urban Honolulu to entire island of Oahu and to the Neighbor Islands.

The Housing First program, as administered by the Department, has been
successful in engaging and placing some of urban Honolulu's most chronically
homeless and vulnerable individuals into stable housing. A rich array of support
services (substance abuse, mental health, general health/disability treatment) has been
accessed to help provide the “wrap around” services that are necessary to maintain this
population in stable housing situations.

Because Housing First is a nationally recognized best practice that was
implemented for the first time in Hawaii in 2012, the Administration has requested
funding to continue this program that is critical to addressing housing for the chronically
homeless. We ask for the Legislature’s support of the Executive Biennium Budget
request.

Lastly, regarding Part IV, Section 13 of this bill, the Homelessness Prevention

and Rapid Re-Housing Program was funded by the federal government from 2009-2012
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in the amount of approximately $9 million statewide. Many at risk families were assisted
and were kept out of homelessness with this assistance. S.B. 515, S.D. 2 proposes
funding to continue the services provided by HPRP. The Department appreciates the
intent of this proposed appropriation and agrees that there remains the need to provide
services for those who are at risk of homelessness. The Department, however, is
concerned about the cost implications of this part and its potential impact on the
priorities stated in the Executive Biennium Budget.

The Department defers to the Housing Finance and Development Corporation,
the Department of Health, and the Hawaii Public Housing Authority on the other
sections of this bill.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment on this bill.
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GOVERNOR OF HAWAI!
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DIRECTOR OF HEALTH
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March 21, 2013

Department’s Position: The Department of Health (DOH) appreciates the intent of this measure
provided that its enactment does not reduce or replace priorities within our Executive Biennium Budget
Request for Fiscal Biennium 2013-2015.
Fiscal Implications: In addition to funds appropriated to the Hawaii Housing Finance and
Development Corporation (HFDC) and the Department of Human Services, unspecified sums are
appropriated for the Department of Health to assist homeless individuals and families.
Purpose and Justification: Sections 6 and 7 of the measure appropriate unspecified sums to be
expended in each of the years of Fiscal Biennium 2013-2015 by DOH for substance abuse treatment and
mental health support services for individuals who are homeless or at risk of becoming homeless; and
clean and sober housing support services.

Stable housing is a critical component in the continuum of substance abuse treatment and
recovery. Approximately 16 percent of clients served by ADAD contracted providers did not have
stable housing at admission. At discharge and follow-up, unstable housing status was reduced to

13 percent and 2 percent, respectively.

Promoting Lifelong Health & Wellness
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